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life he found another "perfect piano,"
a Yamaha concert grand meticulously
maintained by one of the twentieth
century's most talented technicians,
Mitsuo Azuma, and it was on this
instrument that Gould recorded his
final version in stereo of the Goldberg
Variations. This performance tumed
out to be his swan song, for one week
after this disk was released, Gould
died in Toronto of a stroke.

Author Hafner also tells us many
things about Glenn Gould's personal
life - his hypochondria, his para-
noia, and, most interestingly, his
strange twenty-year relationship with
Comelia Foss, wife of pianist/com-
poser Lukas Foss. Ah, you will have
to read the book yourself to leam
some of the other intimate details.
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The Great Wall Concerto, for Piano
and Orchestra, by Robert Van Home,
performed by the composer with com-
puter generated orchestra simulatlon.

Van Home, a member of the Santa
Clara MTAC Branch, has poured a
lot of love into this CD of his Roman-
tic, "easy Listening" style concerto.
Van Home spent some serious time
in Hong Kong and learned to love a
lot of the music he heard there. His
"Great Wall Concerto" is pleasant to
listen to and has a retro 19.10's movie
soundtrack mood about it - Rach-
maninoff style chords against melo-
dies in the strings. Often his parallel
chords are missing the third in each
chord so that the sound of the open
fourths and fifths impart a recogniz-
able Asian sound. Listening to this
piece, I imagined a film starring Joan
Fontaine and Claude Rains as star
crossed lovers fleeing their respective
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spouses on a visit to China.
--<'t a>

Z Lullabies & Folk Songs, arranged
by Barbara Becker; performed by
Barbara Becker, piano, and Cheryl
Keller, soprano. Barbara Becker Pub-
lications,2008.

Barbara Becker has had a long and
distinguished career as an active
teacher in the San Francisco Bay
Area, and is a member of the Contra
Costa MTAC Branch. She has also
had a parallel career as a composer
and several of her works for piano
solo, published by Kjos, such as "Six

Scenes from the City" and "A Child's
World, Books | & 2," arc skillfully
written for the instrument. They are
also charming both to play and to lis-
ten to. This new collection for piano
and voice consists of 24 songs, some
familiar, and some less so, reflecting
the cumulative experience of Beck-
er's many years of teaching young
children, both individually and in the
classroom, and are designed to intro-
duce young children to folk music. In
this, they succeed admirably. We hear
some fine singing (and occasionally
even some nostalgic humming, mer-
cifully not the Glenn Gould variety)
by Soprano Keller, and Becker has
given us some very playable arrange-
ments that are attractive, yet wouldn't
be beyond the capabilities of a com-
petent grade-school music teacher.
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At the Movies Book I and Book 2
by Dan Coates (30130) $8.95 and
(30r31) $8.9s

Dan Coates carefully arranged each
of these movie favorites using famil-
iar hand positions and lefthand ac-
companiment pattems that reinforce
concepts in major methods. From
Darth Vader's Theme, the James Bond
Theme, and Harry Potter's Double
Trouble, to Superman, Willie Wonka,
and other favorites, Dan maintains
the harmonic integrity of the original
soundtrack recordings while mak-
ing each arrangement distinctive and
pianistic. Each edition includes sug-
gested pedaling, fingering, and artic-
ulation markings. Book I (CM 2-3),
Book 2 (CM 3-4).
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Lyric Preludes in Romantic Style:
50th Anniversary CD Edition by
William Gillock. Book and CD (0649)
$9.95

Gillock features all 24 major and
parallel minor keys in these short,
concise.  and musical ly  exc i t ing v i -
gnettes. Stylistically covering the
entire Romantic period from Chopin
and Schumann to Brahms and De-
bussy, these preludes offer appeal-
ing melodies, harmonic originality,
textural inventiveness, and rhythmic
vitality. Technical considerations in-
clude sustaining outer voices with
inner moving voices, l6th note pas-
sagework, controlled phrasing, bal-
ance of melody and accompaniment,
broken-chord arpeggiated fi gures, and
dynamic shading. CM 4-5
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Keys to Artistic Performance edited
by Ingrid Jacobson Clarfield and Den-
nis Alexander (29991) $9.50, (29992)
s9.95
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